
Schoolcra( College Theatre 
AUDITION INFORMATION 

 
THE REAL INSPECTOR HOUND 

By Tom Stoppard 
Directed by Paul Beer 

 
Audi%on Dates: September 15 & 16, 7 pm, LA 400 (James R. Hartman Theatre) 

 
The Play 
Prolific Bri:sh playwright and screenwriter Tom Stoppard (Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead, and Shakespeare in Love, among many others) penned this play rela:vely early in his 
career.  A farcical spoof of Bri:sh-country-house-whodunits, The Real Inspector Hound features 
theatre cri:cs Moon and Birdboot, as they watch a new play, and offer a running commentary, 
before they are pulled into the ac:on themselves.  The play is farce, comedy, absurdist, playful, 
and funny! 
 
The Produc:on 
The play is set in “the present” in a London theatre, with the play-within-the-play set in the 
Essex countryside outside of London.  We will perform in received pronuncia:on Bri:sh accents 
(reflec:ve of class more than region), and audi:oners will be expected to aSempt the RP 
accent. 
 
The play proceeds without intermission, and lasts under two hours.  There is no objec:onable 
language, and only implied men:on of sex.  And no violence (apart from several shoo:ngs, of 
course – it’s a murder mystery, a(er all).   
 
The Characters 
MOON – a second-rate theatre cri:c at a London paper; wriSen as a man but could be male or 

female 
BIRDBOOT – a top cri:c from London paper, a liSle older than Moon; an adulterous husband 
MRS. DRUDGE – the maid; mature and properly sta:oned to fit in at Muldoon Manor (could be 

Mr. Drudge, a butler) 
SIMON – Handsome young man who has had a brief affair with one woman in the cast and is in 

love with another.  Confident and aSrac:ve. 
FELICITY – PreSy young woman, a neighbor and friend of Lady Cynthia Muldoon 
CYNTHIA – Lady Muldoon; older than Felicity and Simon; her husband has been missing for ten 

years; (Cynthia kisses Simon and Birdboot) 
MAGNUS – Older gentleman who is confined to a wheelchair 
INSPECTOR HOUND – Middle aged police detec:ve 
 
  



The Rehearsal Plan 
We will begin rehearsals the week following audi:ons, and rehearse Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday evening from 7-10 pm or two of those three and Saturday a(ernoons, depending on 
cast availability.   
 
Key Dates 

- Audi:ons: September 15 & 16, 7 pm (come one night only; about two hours) 
- Cast list posted by Friday, September 18, latest 
- Rehearsals begin September 22, as described above 
- Tech rehearsal: Saturday, October 31, 11-4 pm (actors probably will arrive at noon or 1 – 

To be confirmed) 
- Dress Rehearsals: November 3-5, 6-10 pm 
- Performances: November 6 & 7 – Evening performances at 7:30 (6 pm call); Saturday 

ma:nee at 2 pm (1230 call) 
 
Audi:on Informa:on 
Please prepare a one-minute comedic monologue.  I will ask you to perform in your own voice, 
and in RP, so spend some :me working on that (there are many instruc:onal videos on YouTube 
for RP Bri:sh English).   
 
Note: 

- You do not have to be memorized, but being memorized will show me that you CAN  
- The best monologues will have a sense of pace – the story of the monologue should 

move along, but be delivered in a crisp, clear voice 
- I will probably ask you to repeat your monologue with some addi:onal direc:on from 

me; this is to demonstrate your ability to follow direc:on, NOT to suggest you did 
something wrong in your performance 

 
You will also be asked to read with a partner from the aSached sides.  We’ll make those 
assignments at the audi:on, but please familiarize yourself with the sides. 
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