
Schoolcraft College  
Foundation   
strives to achieve its Mission  
of transforming lives by  
establishing an environment of  
excellence which allows students  
to achieve the extraordinary.

Children Endow Scholarship to Honor Firefighter Dad
to develop training programs for the 
State of Michigan and Emergency 
Medical Training in the Fire Service. 

He also taught fire safety and emergency medical treatment at 
Washtenaw Community College and Madonna University. 

Honoring a hero, continuing a legacy
Even after he retired and moved to Sugar Island in north-
ern Michigan, Tom’s gift for giving to his community and 
for helping others continued. He became Chief of the Sugar 
Island Volunteer Fire Department, where he continued to 
demonstrate his boundless passion for his profession until he 
passed away in 2007. In 2008, his name was added to the Fire-
fighter’s Memorial in Roscommon Michigan. In addition to 
this honor, Tom’s children wanted to find a continuing way to 
memorialize their father.

As Suzanne and her siblings researched a number of options, 
they knew that whatever they did had to include firefighting. 
The outstanding reputation of the Fire Technology program at 
Schoolcraft College led them to establish a scholarship through 
the Schoolcraft College Foundation. The scholarship provides 
assistance to deserving young men and women with aspirations 
of becoming firefighters. “It feels very good to help others,” 
Suzanne explains. “It has left us feeling very positive and at 
peace with our father’s legacy.”  Through their charitable contri-
bution, the Posler family continues to honor their father while 
giving back to the community by making firefighting educa-
tion accessible. In this very meaningful way, the legacy of Chief 
Thomas W. Posler continues. 

Thomas W. Posler was destined to be a leader and have an impact on others. 
Now, thanks to the efforts of his family, his legacy will live on through a 
scholarship at Schoolcraft College.

Fall 2009

The story of Tom Posler’s life is one of 
inspiration, commitment and compas-
sion. His contributions to the commu-
nity first started in high school where 
he proved to be a leader and able to use 
his skills to guide others to success as 
captain of the football team. Later, he 
would also prove himself physically by 
being a successful Golden Gloves boxer. 

He married, and with a growing fam-
ily, Tom began his professional life in construction. But he 
soon found his true passion was working with the Wayne 
–Nankin Fire Department in Southeast Michigan. He 
joined them in 1956 and later transferred to the Nankin 
Fire Department, the predecessor of the Westland Fire 
Department. Tom’s natural charisma and strong leadership 
qualities served him well as he completed several terms as 
president of the Westland Firefighters Association. In this 
role, Tom proudly served his community and his firefight-
ing family, in addition to his own tight-knit family.

Tom’s commitment to his profession and community car-
ried through his entire family. Suzanne McClow, the second 
of six children, recalls the “irregular life” of a firefighter 
that often involved holidays celebrated at the firehouse, 
along with the joy of having the extended family of other 
firefighters and their families.

Tragedy leads to focus on training and preparedness
A tragedy struck the Posler family that would leave a huge 
loss and terrible heartache. Tom’s daughter Helen acci-
dentally drowned while the Poslers were on vacation with 
another firefighter’s family. The loss reinforced Tom’s belief 
that the community should have trained emergency response 
professionals to provide assistance whenever and wherever 
needed. Tom committed himself to assuring access to the 
most up-to-date training for firefighters. “He was very seri-
ous about training. It was his life,” Suzanne said.

Tom continued his passionate dedication to the fire depart-
ment. He accepted many leadership roles that allowed him 

Thomas Posler

“He was very serious about training,” says Suzanne McClow of her father Thomas Posler, 
pictured here in an October 1957 training exercise in Wayne-Nankin, Michigan.
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A FOUNDATION for EDUCATION

Since 1966, the Schoolcraft College Foundation has partnered with donors and the 
community to help to transform the lives of Schoolcraft students by eliminating the 
financial barriers that prevent individuals from pursuing higher education.

In addition to scholarships, the Foundation pro-
vides grant funding for innovative and emerging 
initiatives developed by our faculty and staff for 
the benefit of the campus community. When 
needed, the Foundation has supported capital 

projects such as the VisTaTech Center in 2002 
and the Biomedical Technology Center in 
2008. The funding priorities of the Foundation 
are designed to meet the needs of Schoolcraft 
College, its students and the community. 

The Schoolcraft College Foundation exists to 
support the college, its students, and faculty, 
by raising and managing funds that advance the 
college’s objectives. Only your support makes 
this possible. 

There are many solid reasons for supporting 
Schoolcraft College, with the key being the 
human capital this institution brings to our 
community. But people support the college for 
various reasons. Some cite the college’s afford-
able tuition and transfer programs as particular 
strengths. Others value the college because 
it provides a flexible curriculum that enables 
people to seek a quality education while balanc-
ing job and family commitments. Still others, 
including many community leaders and execu-
tives, point out that Schoolcraft graduates are 
the core of a highly qualified workforce that is 
essential to a strong regional economy. 

Whatever your individual reason, we can all 
agree on one thing—education breeds success; 
success for the students, the community and 
for the economy. This year gave us the pleasure 
of working with many new and old friends to 
set the stage for continued success. Over the 
past year many Schoolcraft friends have pro-
vided their support to our students and faculty 
through gifts of cash, securities, trust and wills. 

It’s humbling when someone 
thinks enough of the work 
that you do for the commu-
nity that they would invest 
their resources to help fur-
ther your success. Therefore 
it is with gratitude that we 
acknowledge the generosity 
of all of our friends listed in 
this newsletter.

In the year ahead, the Foun-
dation will embark on a very special initiative to 
raise vital philanthropic funds for the support of the 
college. We welcome your continued investment in 
our community through your support of Schoolcraft 
College.

Sincerely,

A. Reginald Best,

Director of Development 

GRATITUDE:

Gratitude is defined as the state of being grateful or appreciative. On behalf of our students, 
let me express our gratitude to all of you who made the choice to continue, begin or add 
to your support to help the Schoolcraft College Foundation fulfill its mission to prepare 

Schoolcraft’s students to succeed in a rapidly changing world. 



DONORS July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010

Owen J. Cummings
James F. & Nancy J. Esker
Kenneth & Vivian Gudan
Robert S. & Kristin L. Hoy
Katherine J. Jankoviak-

Anderson
Conway A. & Louise R. Jeffress
Chester & Cynthia L. Kloss
Estate of June & Leo Mainville
Thomas L. & Dorothy J. 

Marek
Doris A. McPherson
Sharon Y. Pompey
James C. Ryan
Cynthia M. Sheppard
John R. Sigworth
Monica S. Sullivan
Linda S. Talbert

Silver Shareholder 
($500.00 + )
Stuart C. Baker
William H. Bassett
Craig B. & Diane A. Bowles
Christ C. & Elgene W.  

Doinidis
Steven A. Dolgin
James Fausone
Sidney Fox

Wayne R. Glass
Cheryl M. Hagen
Walter O. Hoffmann
Richard W. & Ann McDowell
Terri O’Brien
Nicholas P. & Linda S. Pallas
Patrick J. Pardo
Colleen Pilgrim
Rochelle R. Schaffrath
Jean Shaughnessy-Smith
John B. & Carolyn S. Tomey
Frank P.  Wiltrakis
Marian E. Wright

Century Shareholder 
($100.00 + )
Mohammed K. Abbas
Charlotte P. Adams
Omar Addi
Janet Agostinelli
Robert L. Armbruster
Eduard & Janet M. Arsznov
David R. & Linda M. Balfour
Robert K. & Betty J. Barbour
Kevin J. Bates
Mary H. Beaudoin
Catherine M. Begle
Robert D. & Janet D. Bennett
Lorain Berg

Platinum Shareholders 
($5,000.00 + )
Ladner G. & Midge Carleton
John C. & Cheryl Wrone- 

Goddard
David H. & Fran Grossman
Marian Kehrl
Roger J. McClow & Suzanne T. 

Posler-McClow
Harold G. Ruby
Thomas L. & Vicki M. Selznick
Mark L. & Beverly A. Wilkie
Craig & Barbara Winn

Diamond Shareholder 
($2,500.00 + )
C. John Blankley &  

Maureen F. Foley
Christine M. Hinkle
Candis M. Martin
Roy L. & Christina Rennolds
Arthur A. & Diane M. Rockall

Gold Shareholder 
($1,000.00 + )
Margaret A. Adams &  

Rolande Kirouac
Steven L. Berg
Nickolas A. Butkevich
James Cox

We are mindful of the generosity of individuals who 
have helped to make scholarships and program enhance-
ments possible. Names appearing in bold text indicate 
donors who have increased their donations over the 
previous year. Italicized names represent new donors or 
donors who have restored their gifts this year. 

The list of Gifts-in-Kind recognizes donors who sup-
ported the Foundation through their gifts of products 
and services to our fundraising events.

In 2007, the Schoolcraft College Foundation dedicated 
a permanent display recognizing donors’ contributions. 
The display recognizes donors whose lifetime giving 
exceeds $10,000. Members of the Henry Rowe School-
craft Society, which honors donors who have recognized 

the Foundation in their wills 
or through other similar 
estate gifts, are also included 
in the display. In 2009, we 
established the Bell Tower 
Society to pay further tribute 

to our donors. One hundred and eight members were 
inducted into the Bell Tower Society in 2009.

To inquire about making a donation to the Schoolcraft 
College Foundation, or for more information about the 
donor wall and Bell Tower Society, contact the Develop-
ment Office at 734-462-4455. Information about the 
Schoolcraft College Foundation can be found at  
www.schoolcraft.edu/foundation.

We have done our best to accurately present this list of 
contributors. However, in compiling a list of this size, 
omissions and misspellings sometimes occur. Please let 
us know of any errors as we appreciate the opportunity 
to correct our records.  

A. Reginald Best
Robert & Carol S. Blazic
Russell S. Bogarin
Patricia K. Boisseau
Eileen E. Bolcer
April D. Bonner
Jeanne Bonner
Maurice & Mary Breen
Robert A. & Charlene R.  

Briggs
Brian D. Broderick
Bernice A. Brown
Catherine E. Brown
John R. & Diane D. Burnell
Rachel E. Capps
Philip Cascade
Sarolina S. Chang
Virinder K. & Sumita M.  

Chaudhery
Raymond E. & Agnes L. Collins
Arlan & Bonnie Connell
Helen Ditouras
Shirley A. Dixon
Carol Dubuque
Brenda M. Durling

Individual Donors 2009-10

The Schoolcraft College Foundation Board of Governors is pleased to recognize our 
generous donors. This list acknowledges the contributions generously donated to the 
Foundation between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010. A list of gifts given during this 

period to honor, or in memory of, a friend or loved one is also included.

Bold - increased gift
Bold Italics - New or returning donor

Small Caps - Matching Gift Company



Joseph J. & Magaret V. Edmunds
John & Marion Elkins
Frederick L. Ellicott
Midge B. Ellis
Timothy D. Ellis
Duncan S. Erley
Lori Farr-Howat
Fernon P. Feenstra
John J.  & Linda L. Fenton
Harvey J. Ferguson
Gary L. Figurski, CPA
Diane E. Flynn-Hahn
Rachel A. Ford
Ronald G. & Kimberly A. 

Fournier
Karla W. Frentzos
Jeffrey M. Gabriel
Gary & Johnie Galens
Joyce L. Galindo
Joan Gebhardt
John T. Gelmisi
Janine R. Gillow
Donna J. Gniewek
Samuel Gooden
Richard W. Gora
Elizabeth A. Grace
Hilary L. & Beverly Gross
Mark C. Harris
Thomas L. & Cheryl D. 

Hawkins
Constance Haynes
Samuel Hays
Martin G. & Cheryl L. Heator
James Helm
Jane B. Hillock
John J. & Debra A. Hiltz

Cheri L. Holman
William H. Huppenbauer
Mark Huston
Jan W. Jacobs
Sandy Jarvis
Charles L. Jerzycke &  

Patricia L. Watson
Elizabeth M. Johnson
Amy M. Jones
Thomas W. Katofiasc
Laurie Kattuah-Snyder
Edward A. Kavanaugh
Sandra J. Kerr
Jack E. & Patricia D. Kirksey
Susan C. Kowalski
Rebecca Kreipke
Karen A. Krystyniak
Holly J. LaBo
Hongyuan Lai
Mary LaJoy
Joyce A. Loehne
Kevin E. Losey
Claudette L. Lowe
Jewel M. Luckett
Marjorie S. Lynch
John E. & Ann L. MacDonald
James A. Mansfield
Lorna M. Mattson
Orin J. & Tina M. Mazzoni
Catherine McCardell
Michael J. McKinley
Caroline H. McNutt
Patrick M. Mog
Carl Monroe
Walter W. & Virginia A. Moore
Mary B. Morand

James C. Nissen
Donna J. Nordman
Roy A. Nuffer
Michael E. Oakes
James W. & Marion J. Ochs
Diane O’Connell
Thomas A. O’Connor
James J. O’Kelly
Sarah M. Olson
Lawrence E. & Nancy C. 

Ordowski
Michael W. Orick
Robert F. Pearce
Colette M. Perugia
Kenneth M. Pickett
Mary Jo Plante
Joy A. Pollard
Barton L. Polot
Wayne F. Pricer
David D. & Sharon A. Quinn
Seymour Rabotnick
Michelle F. Randall
Deborah Regner
Louis A. Reibling
John R. Reynolds
Carl W. & Beverly R. Riegal
Dennis Ross
Ela Rybicka
David H. Rydzewski
Kimberly M. Samuel
John N. & Judith Santeiu, Jr.
Susan E. Sather
Jody E. Scheller
William E. Schlick
Faye Schuett
Edwin A. Schulz

Randy K. Schwartz
Ida C. Simmons-Short
Martha M. Snow
Donald M. & Cheryl A. 

Snyder
JoAnne Stadnicar
Carolyn A. Steffen
Bernadette Steffke
E. R. Stirton
Todd A. Stowell
Calvin E. & Carol M. Strom
Kin L. Tang
Dr. JuJuan C. Taylor
Thomas F. & Marlene M. Tipi
Alexander & Anne  

Thomson
James Utley
Deborah S. Vendittelli
Joanne K. Wachob
Michael J. Waldyke
Jack A. Washka
Joel R. Watkins
John R. & Virginia R.  

Webber
Robert G. & Sandra E. Westphal
Nancy J. Whitecar
Robert A. Wielechowski
Gordon L. Wilson
Janet M. Wilson
Matthew W. Wilson
Nicole L. Wilson-Fennell
Daniel J. Wiltrakis
Stephen A. Wroble
Patricia A. Yaremchuk
Earnestine Young
Lisa A. Zaccone

Individual Donors 2009-10 (continued)

Platinum Shareholder 
($5,000.00 + )
Coca Cola Enterprises
Conrad Charitable Foundation
MGM Grand Detroit
Plymouth Rotary  

Foundation

Diamond Shareholder 
($2,500.00 + )
American Association of  

University Women,  
Plymouth-Canton

Casey Products

Organizational Donors 2009-10

Michigan Educational  
Credit Union

Michigan Jazz Festival
Paul & Marlene  

Serwinek Foundation
Plymouth Rotary A.M. Club
Scripps Howard Foundation

St. Mary Mercy Hospital
The Bowens Memorial  

Foundation
Westland Community  

Foundation

Gold Shareholder 
($1,000.00 + )
American Association of  

University Women, Livonia
Arrow Strategies LLC
Butzel Long
Canton Community Foundation
Canton Rotary Foundation
Charles McIlhargey  

Rentals/Charles &  
Barbara McIlhargey

Cummings, McClorey, Davis & 
Acho, PLC

Dadco, Inc.
Davenport University
Detroit Medical Center
Eastern Michigan University 

Government & Community 
Relations

First Place Bank
Galea Financial & Tax Service
Gallagher Fire Equipment
Garden City Hospital
George W. Auch Company
InmartGroup Limited



Organizational Donors 2009-10 (continued)

Jack Demmer Ford/ 
Lincoln Mercury

John N. Santeiu and Son, Inc.
KY2 Foundation
Livonia Rotary Charitable  

Foundation
Master Frameworks LLC
MSU Alumni Club of Western 

Metro Detroit
Nagle Paving
Northville Mothers Club
Northwood University-Livonia 

Program Center
Orleans Capital Management
Roamin Club
Schostak Brothers & Company
Shaw Construction &  

Management Co.
Southeastern Michigan  

Beekeepers Assn
Walsh College

Silver Shareholder 
($500.00 + )
American Association of  

University Women,  
Northville-Novi

Bold - increased gift
Bold Italics - New or returning donor

Small Caps - Matching Gift Company

AT&T Foundation

Beta Eta Chapter of  
Delta Kappa Gamma

Daughters of the American  
Revolution- John Sackett 
Chapter

Fitness Things, Inc.
Great Lakes Wine & Spirits, LLC
Holiday Market
Huntington Bank
Michigan Society of Clinical 

Engineers
Microsoft Matching  

Gifts Program

New Liberty Bank
Northville Woman's Club
Plymouth Educational  

Excellence Foundation
Sutherland & Yoe, PC
TCF Bank
Wolverine Packing Co.
Xuereb Snow PC

Century Shareholder 
($100.00 + )
Acro Service Corporation
Affluent Solutions
Bill Brown Ford, Inc.
Blackwell Ford
Cadillac Coffee Company
Capital Insurance Group
Central Park Estates
Citizens Management Inc
Dale Carnegie Training
DTE Energy Foundation

E. F. Whitney, Inc.
Elrod Benefit Strategies, Inc.
Fausone Bohn, LLP
Fund Evaluation Group, LLC
Harry J. Will Funeral Home
Ilmor Engineering, Inc.
Jasman Construction, Inc.
Lawrence Technological  

University
Michigan Federation  

Music Clubs
Morris, Kalish + Walgren, PC
Orin Jewelers, Inc.

Pepsi Bottling Group
Plante & Moran, PLLC
Plymouth Whalers  

Hockey Club
Post, Smythe, Lutz & Ziel, LLP
R. J. R., Inc.
Schoolcraft College - Faculty 

Forum
Schoolcraft College Association 

of Administrative Personnel
SHW Group
Stempien and  

Stempien, PLLC
Strategic Federal Affairs, Inc.
Studer Enterprise, Inc
Tax Consulting Group
The Danielson Group
The Kitchen, Inc.
TNT-EDM, Inc.
Tower Pinkster Titus
Vesco Oil Corporation
Vistar USA
Wayne County Vision Fund
W.I.T.S.
Yes MichiCAN, LLP

89x Radio	
A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort	
Alex Bishop	
Allie Bros. Inc.	
AMC Livonia 20	
Andiamo Livonia	
Applebee's	
Arbor Springs Water Co., Inc.	
Benihana	
Black Forest Wilderness Valley 

Golf Course	
Bonefish Grill	
Botsford Hospital	
Brann's Steakhouse & Grille	
Bucca di Beppo	
Canton Township	
Caribou Coffee	
Carl's Golfland	
Carrot Culture Group	
Cattails Golf Club	
Champps Americana	
Chili's	
City of Livonia- Golf Division	
Claddagh Irish Pub	

Common Grill	
Deadwood Bar & Grill	
Detroit Lions	
Detroit Science Center	
Detroit Tigers	
Doc's Sports Retreat	
Embassy Suites Hotel-Detroit-

Livonia	
Ferman Optometry, PC	
Flemings Prime Steakhouse & 

Wine Bar	
Frame Works	
Friends of the Penn	
Gardner-White Furniture	
Genitti's Hole-in-the-Wall	
Glenhurst Golf Course	
Great Clips-College Park	
HOUR Detroit 
Huntington Bank	
Hyatt Place Hotel Detroit/ 

Livonia	
InmartGroup Limited	
Ironwood Grill	
Jack Demmer Automotive Group

Gift-in-kind Donors 2009-10

Joe's Produce	
Just Baked	
Kerby's Koney Island	
Landscape Beauty by Design	
Links of Novi	
Livonia Trophy and  

Screenprinting	
Main Hair Design	
Massage Therapy Program of 

Schoolcraft College 
MI Slingers	
Michigan Educational  

Credit Union	
Mitchell's Fish Market	
Nova Sign Systems	
O. C. Tanner	
Oasis Golf Center	
On The Border Mexican Grill & 

Cantina	
P. F. Chang's	
Panchero's Mexican Grill	
Panera Bread	
Red Robin of Michigan	

Romano's Macaroni Grill	
Roush Automotive Collection	
Schoolcraft College -  

Continuing Education &  
Professional Development	

Schoolcraft College -  
Marketing	

Schoolcraft College - Student 
Activities	

Starbucks Coffee	
Street Marketing, Inc.	
The Fortress	
The Inn at St. John's	
The Performance Network	
The Purple Rose Theatre Co.	
Toledo Mud Hens	
University of Michigan	
West Metro Printing Co.	
Wine Castle	
WineStyles	



Schoolcraft College Foundation    734-462-4455

18600 Haggerty Road

Livonia, MI 48152-2696

Officers:

Ray Friedrich
President

Martha Snow
President Elect

Guy Gehlert
Vice President

Gary Gabel
Treasurer

Elizabeth Johnson
Secretary

Board Members:

Douglas Adams

John Allie

Julie Carrigan

John Elkins

Robert Farris

Mary Ellen King

Kristina Mayer

Jeff McCarthy

Charles McIlhargey

Abe Munfakh

Paul Serwinek

Jeffrey Styers

John Tomey

Richard Yarling

Honorary Members:

Craig Bowles

Thomas Marek

John Santeiu, Jr.

Ex-Officio:

Mary Breen

Conway A. Jeffress

A. Reginald Best, Jr.

Board of Governors
Together We Can

Schoolcraft College is committed to the needs of 
every student who walks through its doors. Whether 
enrolling in college for the first time, returning to 

school after working in the community or retraining for 
new opportunities, our faculty and staff are committed to 
serving everyone who enrolls. The Foundation provides much 
needed financial support for our students.  Your participa-
tion  can truly make a difference in the lives of so many 
people and in the communities where we work and live.
We hope you make plans to join us this year...together we can  
educate, innovate and inspire.

The Schoolcraft College Foundation is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization cre-
ated in 1966 by friends and supporters of Schoolcraft College to enhance and 
enrich the educational opportunities offered to Schoolcraft students. Its mission 
is to support the programs, purposes and initiatives of Schoolcraft College. 
Donations to the Foundation directly benefit our students through scholarships 
and enhancement of college programs. 

In Memoriam Gifts 2009-10
Julia Berg	
Catherine Begle	

Richard E. 
Bowles	

John N. Santeiu, Jr.	
	
Mrs. Loretta 

Daiek	
Niran M. Kheder	
	
George  

Gildersleeve
Cheri Holman	
Colette Perugia	
Rachel Ford	
Kathy Brown	
Geraldine Zande	

Stephanie Wolski	
Natalie Noeske	
Cheryl McDonald	
Rebecca Kreipke	
Chris Geinzer	
Colette Perugia	
Sheri Frader	
Jeremy Hall	
Cathy Kiurski	
Sharol Puhlman	
Leslie Petty	
Cynthia Cicchelli	  

Kenneth Gregory
Rebecca Kreipke	
Cheryl McDdonald	
Natalie Noeske	
Geraldine Zande	
Cathy Kiurski	

Gifts in Honor 
2009-10	
 
Patricia & Larry 
Smith’s 50th  
Wedding  
Anniversary	
Eileen & Robert 

Walsh	
	
David Grossman	
Dennis and Olivia 

Ross

Sharol Puhlman	
Schoolcraft College 

Association of  
Administrative &  
Professional  
Personnel  

Marion J. Ochs	
James W. Ochs	
	
Betty Lou  

Ostlund	
John & Judy  

Santeiu Jr.	  

Marjorie Polley	
W. M. Sugnet	
Jeanne Luchtel	
L. June Atkinson	

Sara Pelukas	
Marilyn Woerlee	
Jack Schofer	
Joanne Hughs	
Terry & Pat 

O’Connell	
	
Denise Sigworth	
Eloise and Oliver 

Gephart	
James and Sharon 

Helm	
	
Jim Utley	
Alfred E.  

Nenciarini	
Cheryl Hawkins	
Amy and Dave 

Jones	

Carolyn Steffen	
Linda Matson	
Arlan and Bonnie  

Connell
Jane and John  

Hillock	
Joyce and Mario 

Galindo
Victoria Figueroa	
Cheryl McDonald 	
Marjorie Lynch	
Tammy Thomson	
Russell S. Bogarin	
Elizabeth S. Anchor	
	
Kalvin D. Young	
Indira S. Pierce	
Mrs. Hattie Jeffery	


